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The Seven Hills Charter Public School

Seven Hills Families,

Our last day in March, the 31st, is the first day of the annual Spring rite of
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment Systems, otherwise known as the
MCAS. These mandatory tests help measure the academic progress of your
child as compared to students in our school and across the state. It is
important that your child does his/her best for these tests so that areas of
improvement can be quickly identified and remedied. Successful completion of
the MCAS is a requirement for public high schools and may lead to rewarding
university scholarships. All public school students in grades 3-8 are required
to take the MCAS.

MCAS DATES:

x March 31st; English Composition for grades 4th and 7th,
April 6, 8, and 9t": English Language Arts for grades 6, 7, and 8.
April 13, 14, and 15t: English Language Arts for grades 3, 4, and 5.
May 21, 22: Science for grade 8, 5.
May 28, 29: Math for grades 6, 7, and 8.
June 1, 2: Math for grades 3, 4, and 5.
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Please make sure that your child is well prepared for these exams. This means
getting plenty of sleep the night before any exams and being prepared to put
forth 100% effort. Students should be excited and encouraged to demonstrate
their learning and knowledge! Effort is a major key to success, and we are
doubling our efforts this year to help prepare for the MCAS.

For starters, there will be a Parent Volunteer Breakfast on Saturday morning at
9AM on March 21st at the school for every class parent representative. This
event will help us get together, enjoy a hearty breakfast, and share information
about the MCAS.

The following Thursday evening, March 26, from 6:30-8 parents are invited to
participating in mock MCAS and presentation. This event will help have
parents spending a brief amount time in classrooms taking a very short sample
-#13 (ATOGWHh EO xI1138
how to prepare your child for the MCAS. We will also will have student
performances to cap off the evening. The MCAS are a great way to show how
much your child has learned!

~ Ms. Piazza, Supermtendent Mr. Yung Prmc1pal
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Be Kind.
Be Safe.
Be Responsible.
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Other news and notes:
+ Please remember that there is a half-day on March 20th,

+ Thank you to the Big Brother and Big Sister Organization for organizing 15 free tickets for our
Littles and Bigs to attend the Feb. 14th college basketball game at Holy Cross College.

+ The Parent Advisory Council will meet on March 10t at 4:30 at the school. Our Special
Education Parent Advisory Council will meet March 12th at 6 PM, also at school. We hope to see
you there! These councils help infuse our school with parent input and support!

+ Please consider donating uniforms that your children have outgrown, especially smaller sizes
for K-2 students.
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La Cultura Latina" March 15th, 2009 from 1-3:30PM (see page 7 for more info).

+ Our Seven Hills Destination Imagination team is competing this Sunday, March 1st, in West
Springfield. This involves a group of students completing a challenge over several hours.

+ If you are interested in serving as a parent representative for our Job Fair on March 21st from
10-12, please email Ms. Minor at jminor@sevenhillscharter.org.

+ The MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will be conducting a site visit on
March 24th, 2009. Please email Jessica Minor if you would like to join interview group and
share your experiences.

+ Our boys basketball team has reached the semi-finals and will play their game on Sunday at
215PMAO 308 - AOUGOS8 y £ OEA AT UO xETh
team will also play on Sunday at 4PM at Venerini Academy.

From our Community Outreach:

+ Seven Hills has joined 25,000 schools nationwide in the Pennies for Patients program. For

another week, we will help people who are sick with blood cancers like leukemia, lymphoma,

OEA AEA

designated boxes, located in every classroom and the office. There will be a pizza party for the
classroom collecting the most money. Students in grades 2-5 saw a short informational video
and received a parent letter. All students in grades K-8 and staff are encouraged to help in this
much needed cause for additional research and a cure!

Last year we collected over $1700.00 ... REMEMBER ... EVERY PENNY COUNTS!

+ We have been so fortunate this school year to have two students from WPI helping our seventh
grade students in Ms. Dupere's math class.

Model Citizens Ceremonies: AAi AAOAOA Ui
accomplishments in the school gym.

The finals of our Spelling Bee will

be held at the Worcester Public
Library on March 25" at the
following times:

Grades K-2 will start at 4:30.
Grades 3-5 will start at 5:30.
Grades 6-8 will start at 6:30.

Junior Academy: Friday, March 13 at 8:30 am.
Primary Academy: Thursday, March 19t at 8:10
am.

Elementary Academy: Thursday, March 19th at 2
pm.
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Update from Primary Academy (Kindergarten to 2 "4 Grade)

Dear Parents,
Primary! AAAAT U EO CAAOEIT C Ob A& O

v = ETT xT AO $08 30AXDdapMarkt2®intark Ackti€ndy students
= will be sharing their reading skills by reading their favorite books by Dr. Seuss
: and other famous authors to other students. First graders will be reading to
kindergarten students and second graders will read to first graders. It is all

— il i : : :
part of our wonderful literacy program here at Seven Hills that is focusing on
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literature.

The second trimester is coming to a close and SLCs will be sent home on
March 17th, We are so proud of the progress that our students have been
making this year! Please take the time and read over the SLC with your child.
If you have any questions or concerns with any of the comments, please call the
teacher or set up an appointment to meet withyourchilAd O OAAAEA.
Please keep in mind that the weather changes very quickly this time of
the year so please send your child to school with the proper clothes for outside
recess. Also Primary Academy is very proud to be taking part in the Food Bank
at Laurel Street Apartments run by the Henry L. Willis Neighborhood Center.
We will be accepting donations of canned foods and other food items
throughout this school year. Thank you for helping out with your continued

Marchz Qore support on this important community effort.
. Mr. Chamberlain
Val ue Is Primary Academy Lead Teacher

RESpOI’]Sibility Update from EI  ementary Academy (3 ™ to 5™ Grade)

SLCs will be distributed on March 17t Please remember to check your
child’s grades on Power School frequently. Also, any missing assignments
must be returned as soon as possible, grade will close shortly. Remember,
homework completion is a part of Model Citizenship. Thank you for your
continued support.

Ms. Ambroise
Elementary Academy Lead Teacher

Update from Junior Academy (6 " to 8 ™ Grade)

The second trimester SLC celebration day will be held Friday March 13th. The Student Council is very
busy planning our field trip (for all student passing their classes) as well as the ceremony that will be
held at 8am.

The JA has begun a new challenge this month. Each homeroom will be competing to earn the most
points for high scores, completed homework as well as community points. The winning homeroom will
be featured on the bulletin board at the top of the JA stairs.

Deborah Langlois
Junior Academy Lead Teacher

22



SHCPS has missed eight days of school this year due to weather. Worcester Public Schools have missed
ten. By law, we all need to meet the 180 day minimum number of school days. Although we are still at

182 days, PAAAOOA 1T OO0 AEAOOAO AAI T O &£ O Al A@OAT AAA
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Worcester Public Schools has taken a number of actions to make up missed instructional times,
including adding 45 minutes to eight school days (to make up one day worth of school). Because we
share transportation with WPS, we are required to extend our days as well on those days.

March 9,10,11,12, 16,17,18,19 the buses will be here to pick up students at 3:30.

Parents, please adjust the time you meet your children at the bus stops by
approximately thirty minutes. Parent pick-up will be on Eastern Avenue at 3:45,
AFTER buses depart. Please wait behind the yellow sign to pick up your child.
Please do not block driveways or intersections.

The following programs run after dismissal until their usual times:

Village, Basketball,- #! 3 4 00T OET C j - 08 51 AAOx [4i30%6 thoseqiays) O b
Title | Tutoring, Show Choir, STOMP, JA Detention

The following programs will be CANCELLED on those days:

Fit Club, NJHS Peer Tutoring, Alice, and Wonderland, EA Newspaper

Important Notes:
e Teachers will be shortening the homework assignments on the extended days. However,
students are still expected to read every night.

¢ If we have any additional snow days, WPS will extend another eight days by 45 minutes per day
for each additional day missed. We will be required to do the same.

I Dfenepe gl
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT! Alice inS.

Wonderland

The Alice in Wonderland cast is inviting you to bring the whole family to Family Movie Night featuring
O(ECE 3AEIT1T - OOEAAI at6:60pn. Th& Ddvid villdegin-at?A6G@m. When you
accompany your child to the gym, there will be a dessert, drink, and a slice of pizza with an admission
cost of $5.00 per person. In addition, we will be having our usual bake sale and face painting for an

additional cost.

If any parents would be willing to donate to the bake sale, please contact Donna Lemoyne at (508) 799-
7500 x1079 or dlemoyne@sevenhillscharter.org. Please remember that baked goods CANNOTcontain
peanut ingredients!



mailto:dlemoyne@sevenhillscharter.org

e |

Si usted necesita esta informacion en espanol, por favor de llama a la Sra Gillis. 508-799-7500, x 1116.

SHCPSParent Guild Update:

Dress Down Day on Friday, February 6, 2009, raised $538.56. All proceeds go towards Field Day
2009. Our next Dress Down Day is Tuesday, March 17th, 2009.

Our Recycling Fundraiser has begun. If you would like to donate your used cell phones, ink jet
cartridges, iPods, digital cameras or digital video cameras please send them in with your child. Student
Incentives: Each item your child brings in he/she will be entered into a weekly Friday dress down day
drawing (3 students drawn each week) and a monthly lunch raffle (3 students drawn each month will
be able to order a take out lunch.)

January Student Dress Down & Lunch Recipients were Jacob Saya, Emily Larkin and Xavier Robinson z
Congratulations and thank you for your support!

Many thanks to the following Staff participants: Ms. Bogosian and Ms. Moore.
Good luck to the February participants.

If you are interested in volunteering for any of the following events please let us know. We will also
ask for volunteers through the schools monthly newsletter as events approach.

Spring Pictures -  Thursday, April 9, 2009 (please call 508 -7997500 x1079)

Helping in the School Store at Lunchtime (11:00am z 1:00pm)
Field Day - Thursday, June 11, 2009

Please continue to send in your Box Tops for Education . Our next submission is June 1, 2009. We
received $.10 for each box top submitted. Thank you in advance.

Our next Parent Guild meeting is Tuesday, March 10, at 6:30pm here at the school. Free babysitting is
available and light refreshments will be served. All are welcome.

Parent Guild contact information: Donna Lemoyne, Parent Guild Chairperson: 508-799-7500 x1079

Early dismissals disrupt the learning environment and interfere with the daily dismissal
process. We understand that at times appointments are scheduled during school hours.
ALL early dismissals must be scheduled BEFORE 2:15p.m. through the School Attendance
Officer, in writing. Please help us to maintain a safe and orderly dismissal process each day
without interruptions.
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DQ5 | & MsFHddheEsey the Reading Corner

BOOKS and BEYOMNBws to a close. What a wonderful time for reading it has been. After four months we still
have 177 committed readers and 100 medal recipients. Collectively we have read more than 3000 books! Students
visit my office daily to share with me what they are reading and make recommendations to other students who are
looking for a good book to read. | know some for our students plan to continue asking me for reading logs to share
when the program has finished ¢ that is the best news of all.

March brings with it an old favorite and a new beginning. MARCH MADNESS sees the return of the Daily Family
Literacy Challenge what color will Ms. Hennessy permanently die her hair this time! The choices are Hot pink,
Neon Green, Bright Blue, Blonde or Black. The class with the most correctly completed challenges will choose the
O2f2NE a2 t[9! {9 KSfLI @82dzNJ OKAf RQa ¢Difafatnidyeforddy = 0 &

N

Each grade has their own list of words to learn, we have them posted on the school website or you can request a
printed version from the front office. Go through the list with your child, focus on learning the words they have
trouble with and celebrate what they already know. Grade level Spelling Bees will run from March ot C 20" the top
three spellers from each grade level will move on to the school-wide Spelling Bee to be held at the Worcester Public
Library

: y YREAD ACROSS AMERNE#ch the 2™ is Dr Seuss birthday ¢ yes there really was a Dr. Suess he was
not a real doctor but hIS prescription for fun has delighted readers for more than 60 years. Theodor Seuss Geisel
was born on March 2™ 1904 in Springfield Massachusetts and to celebrate we will be Reading Across Seven Hills.
Every student will take the readers oath followed by a school-wide classroom read aloud.

If you cannot wait until then to join in the fun celebrate early at any Target store. Sunday, March 1, 2009 at 1pm at
all Target stores there will be:

e Special reading of Happy Birthday to You!

e Free Dr. Seuss-inspired games

e Exclusive Dr. Seuss giveaways

¢l LbY ! . h}y¢ ¢l L{X
{GraAradada akKz2g GKI G OakefniReMdByyheved detzh ugR@ worR daily to FobteNd/oveb?
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LITERACY WISH LIST

If you have any good, clean copies (almost new) of the following book series please consider donating them to our
school library:

Baby-Sitters Magic Tree House Goosebumps Junie. B Jones Dr. Seuss
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% Star Students!!

Congratulations to our Star Students for being selected by their teachers for being an exemplar to
our community! Students OAAAEOA A AOAA $0AO0O $i1 x1 $AU A
commend the following students:

The following is a list of students who have been recognized as "star students™ so far this year by
their teachers:

Zaquam Dimery Mariana Morales Vanessa Smith
Ava Diggs Aferdita Bacaliu Jose Morales
Janneice Rumrill Eliot Ortiz Tiara Price
Arlene Aviles Arleen Louzes Ashley Katinas
Haily Aucoin Addison Russell Damian Negron
Shamar Simms Rahel Abrokwah Jessica Kuffour
Mercedes Pannell Roberto Lugo Sharleen Fearon
Felix Melendez Brittney Guatava Javier Torres
Brian Benoit Davon Carter Isabella Bandilli
Blessing Braide Davies Brendan Saysay Meggan Mwangi
Chantal Bravo Marcus Johnson

Renee Gagnon-Fors Anthony Navarro

Jason Acero Gus Geneyan

Komlavi Touglo Zekorah Braves

Jhoneliz Rosario Roxana Salinas

Jared Mosley Nathan Paris

Music Classes

Students in all music classesSKare learning about Latin countries and music from these countrie
preparation for aa fALCe t(Gelelmaadiom dfothe ILain CUltuie} om March 15 at t
Worcester Art Museum. Through a grant from the Worcester Cultural Commission, all students, their

and staff will have free admission to the Art Museum and will enjoy a day of farlf6®3:30 p.m. Mrs. Rice
and Mr. Martinez are working with all students on art projects that will be displayed in the lobby. All st
will have the opportunity to perform and will also enjoy performances by the Stomp Team, Show Choir
Team, latin Storm, Flamenco Dancer (Edmy Ortiz) and a Flamenco guitarist. The Show Choir w
featuring a Latin favorite with loc&guitarist, Edward Alderman.Please mark your calendars and plan g
attending this event!

Washington, Show Choir D.C. Tp

The Washington, D.C. Show Choir trip was a huge success. The choir got to take a private tour of the
and sit in the seats of the House with Representative Jim McGovern. They also enjoyed several mus
loved seeing the White House. The@rformance at the Presidential Portrait Gallery was a huge success.
audience of over 350 people loved their performance. The Gallery was magnificent and some
Presidents joined the choir on stagPBresi deretia
featured 12 original songs written just for them by internationally recognized composer, Carmino R
Many thanks to all the chaperones who went on the trip and provided so much support and help to t
and to everyone whaipported the fundaisers to make this trip possible.
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Seven Hills Charter Public School March Events:

Monday, March 2nd- Read Across America Day

Friday, March 6t- Enrollment Lottery

March 9-12t- Extended days (buses at 3:30, parent pick-up at 3:45)

March 16-19- Extended days (buses at 3:30, parent pick-up at 3:45)

Tuesday, March 10t- School Advisory Council Meeting at 4:30PM.

Thursday, March 12%- Special Education Parent Advisory Council at 6PM.

Friday, March 13t- Junior Academy Model Citizens at 8:30AM.
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Friday,March13th-(3( ECE SAET T 1 - OOEAAI oo -1 OEA
musical.

Saturday March 15t-7 T OAAOOAO | OO -DOOAI #OHABADAAOANR
Tuesday, March17t-3 , #6 O OAT O EI | A8
Tuesday, March 17t- $1 Dress Down Day.

Thursday, March 19t- Primary Academy Model Citizens Ceremonies at 8:10,
Elementary Academy Assemblies at 2PM.

Friday, March 20t- % Day

Wednesday, March 25t%- Spelling Bee at the Worcester Library, 4:30, 5:30, and 6:30.
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